
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Welcome Back – September 2025


Dear Parents, Carers and Children,

A very warm welcome back to St Margaret Cloitheriow Catholic Primary School for the start of the 2025–2026 academic year. We hope you have all had a restful and enjoyable summer holiday. The team here at SMC are excited to see what the new year ahead has in store for us all. 

A special welcome goes to our new children and families joining us this year – we are delighted to have you as part of our school community and hope you soon feel at home with us all!
Uniform
- Children may continue to wear either summer or winter uniform until October half term.
- Shoes must be solid black as part of the school uniform.
- All uniform, including coats, must be clearly named to help us return items to their owners and avoid the large amount of unclaimed lost property we often gather.
-P.E days for ALL children will be on a Wednesday and Thursday each week. 
-Any children with hair at should length MUST have their hair tied up. 

Helping Hands of St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School group 
We encourage all parents and carers to join our private Facebook group –– Helping Hands of St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School group 
where we share updates, reminders, and celebrations from across the school. This is a space for families to ask questions that no doubt other parents are also asking but some might just have the answer! 

Curriculum & Guidance Updates
- We are now working with the new EYFS framework, ensuring that our youngest children get the very best start to their learning journey.
- Please note that we will also be following the updated Healthy Eating Guidelines. Packed lunches should not contain sweets or chocolate bars. 
- Nut-free policy: SMC is a nut-free school. Please ensure that no items containing nuts are included in packed lunches.
- School lunches must be ordered online in advance. If the school orders on behalf of a child, there will be a limited choice available. The office team are happy to help with any difficulties.
The new framework states that:
“If children are provided with meals, snacks, or drinks, these must be healthy, balanced, and meet dietary needs.”

- To avoid choking hazards, foods such as grapes, cherry tomatoes, and similar items must be cut into smaller chunks for our younger children.
The Importance of Good Attendance
At SMC, we believe that every day in school makes a real difference to your child’s learning, confidence, and future success. Children who attend school regularly are more likely to make good progress in reading, writing, and maths and they benefit from all the exciting opportunities our curriculum has to offer.
Good attendance also helps children to build lasting friendships, feel part of the school community and develop the routines that will support them throughout their education. When children miss school, even just a day or two here and there, it can quickly add up. Gaps in learning are harder to fill, and children may find it more difficult to stay confident and motivated.
We understand that children may sometimes be unwell and unable to attend but it’s important that absence is kept to a minimum. Please only keep your child at home if they are genuinely unwell. Arriving on time each morning is also vital—it ensures that children are ready to learn and don’t miss the important start of lessons.
Top Tips for Good Attendance
· Get into a routine: Set regular bedtimes and wake-up times to make mornings smoother.
· Be prepared: Pack bags, lay out uniform, and check homework the night before.
· Plan ahead: Where possible, book medical and dental appointments outside of school hours.
· Talk to us: If your child is worried about coming to school, please let us know so we can support you.
· Celebrate attendance: Encourage your child by recognising and praising good attendance.
By working together, we can make sure every child has the best chance to thrive. Thank you for your continued support in helping us to promote good attendance and give your child the very best start in life.
There will be an update to follow with all of our Autumn Term dates and the calendar on our website will kept up to date also.
We look forward to a happy and successful year ahead for all of our children and families. We are looking forward to being together again and watching the children grow and flourish.

Warm regards,
Hannah Maskell
Executive Headteacher 
St Margaret Clitherow and Priory Catholic Primary Schools

