
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Email: admin@smcprimary.org 

Interim  Executive Head Teacher:  Miss Cathy Lowry 

Telephone: 01803 851647 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have reached the end of yet another busy week, just over one week since our second lockdown 
started.  Keep looking out for the signs and symptoms and remember to keep your child off school 
should any be displayed, booking a tests as soon as possible.  We are trying hard not to become 
complacent and need the help from our parents to keep reinforcing social distancing.   
 
I am waiting to appoint some new members to our SMC School Parliament.  Interested children have 
been invited to apply by writing a letter.  We know there is so much they can achieve.  One of the 
first jobs will be to review our healthy eating policy to help encourage us all to make good choices,    
especially when bringing snacks into school.  At the moment we encourage, fresh fruit or vegetables.  
Please also remember that we should only have water in bottles.  Ribena, fruit juices, fizzy and 
energy drinks are not allowed in school.  These drinks are high in sugar and make a terrible 
mess if spilled!  

 
Our children also made sure they paid respect to all those who have given up 
their lives for others, and remembered people they have lost, by taking part in 
the annual Remembrance Day.  Each bubble did us proud, by respecting the 
two minute silence even though the church bell wasn’t working.   
 
This week our children also heard that Jesus teaches us to ‘stay awake’, not 
literally, but to be prepared for the unknown time of His return by loving God 
and loving    others.   One important way that we can be ready for Jesus          
coming back is by saying sorry every day for the things we 
do wrong, to keep things right between us and God.   A good 
time to do this is just before bed - before ‘the sun goes 
down’  - when we reflect on the day and say sorry for              
anything we have done, said or thought that God wouldn’t 

be pleased with.  
 
We can also make these ‘confessions’ more formally to a priest in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, where the priest stands in the place of Jesus and offers us             

forgiveness for our sins.   We asked the children to think of 
who they could show love to: friends, family, teachers.  We asked how they 
might show them love: through listening, sharing or giving them full attention. 
Just like it can be difficult to stay awake when our bodies and minds are tired, it 
can sometimes be difficult to love others if we’re trying to do it all on our own - 
so we should ask God to help us!  
 

Have a lovely weekend 

God Bless to you all            Miss Cathy Lowry 



AWARDS 

 

Starfish:  Bella for her amazing creativity in the continuous 

provision.  

Dolphins  Tyler for a fabulous attitude towards his learning 

this week.  

Sharks: Charlie C for showing ‘fantastic focus’ on his work  

Witness of the week: 
Starfish:  Gemini for settling into school in a positive way.  

Dolphins: Harriet for showing kindness in her words and 

actions towards others.  

Sharks: Harvey for showing kindness, 

especially to adults during his first week 

in school.  

Star Reader: 
Starfish:  Alannah for her fantastic attitude towards her 

reading.  

Dolphins:  Jadan for increasing his accelerated reader quiz 

percentage. 

Sharks: Morgana for consistently great results in her quizzes  

 

Big Shout Out to:  

Sharks who have read just under two and a half mil-
lion words! Harvey who has already recorded 5 quiz-
zes, all passed, after being with us for only one week!   
And the children that have achieved 100% in an Ac-
celerated Reader test :   Kara, Jadan, Tyler, Harriet, Reuben, Millie
-Rose, Bailey, Damian and Keaden from Dolphins.   Charlie B, 
James, Sophie, Amy, Morgana, Harvey, Freya, and Amelia from 
Sharks.  Alfie B from Starfish. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM 
 Week beginning  

16th November: 

Road Safety and Anti-
bullying week 

 

 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL 

KING (22 November) 

ADVENT (Begins 29 November)             

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming 
of Jesus when he was born but we also think of 
his promise that he would come again at the end 
of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It 
is only in the last week of Advent that we focus 
upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas. 

 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (8 December) 

This feast marks the first stage of the exist-
ence of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  

She was ‘full of grace’ from the very beginning 
and  

co-operated with God throughout her life. 

Christmas Jumper Day                                      
(Friday 11th December) 

  Christmas Dinner Day                                        
(Friday 18th December) 

CHRISTMAS DAY, THE NATIVITY OF THE 
LORD  

(25 December) 



 

What a busy week!  

This week Starfish have been continuing their work on 
the story of ‘Stuck’. We have looked at the order in 
which Floyd threw the different things into the 
tree.  We have mapped out the story and thought 
carefully about some of the  punctuation in the 
book.  

During maths we have been looking at sorting 
and addition and subtraction. We are really    
enjoying working in our Power Maths 
books and are taking great pride in our 
presentation. Reception children have  
enjoyed continuing their maths learn-
ing in the continuous provision and are 
sorting all sorts of things! 

In RE we are thinking about belonging and what it means to 
belong to  different groups. The children have looked at how Jesus 
loves everyone and have made stick puppets to retell the story of Jesus 
with the children.                

During PE we enjoyed using the balls to explore accuracy when rolling.  

Keep working hard Starfish and have a lovely weekend. 

We have been getting very excited this week after Mrs Callaghan hinted about our upcoming science experiment. As you 

know, we are studying Materials and we are going to investigate how some materials can change state after they have either 

been heated or frozen. Imagine our delight when we realised we were planning an experiment involving chocolate. We can’t 

wait until next week to see what happens when we try to float pieces of chocolate on trays, which themselves then float on 

water at different temperatures.  We will be ensuring that it is a fair test and will be observing and measuring how quickly the 

chocolate melts. Yummy! 

In PE, we have started our new unit on Gymnastics. Mrs C is delighted that she has some very good gymnasts in her class as 

that means she doesn’t have to demonstrate things herself. This week, we have been improving our Straddle Rolls (or Teddy 

Bear Rolls as some people know them) and forward rolls. We even got the opportunity to put a sequence together and show 

them to Mrs Dudman and the rest of the class. 

In maths, we have been improving our mental addition and subtraction. Some of us still want to write out a written calcula-

tion when given a question such as 3002 – 2998. By looking at the numbers carefully, we are realising that this is actually a 

mental calculation and we can easily do it in our heads. 

In English, we took a short break from our unit on Stories through Letters this week and took part in a national writing event. 

Many children in Year 5 across the country (and Year 6 in our case) have written a magazine article about how we would 

spend £10,000 to improve a local park. We had some fabulous ideas and Mrs C has sent them all off so we look forward to 

seeing how well we have done later in the year. 

For our Learning Experience about Ancient Greece, we started by trying to locate Greece on a blank map of Europe. By care-

fully using an atlas, many of us can now not only locate Greece but also many other European countries as well. We then 

had a fun competition to see how many of the countries we could remember. 

Talking of remembering, we have been completing some Retrieval Challenges recently. These are designed to help our long 

term memory hold onto new knowledge by revisiting it from time to time. If you ask us what they are, 

we should be able to explain it to you. It involves earning either 1, 2, 3 or 4 points. 

We really enjoyed our Children in Need day today and of course the opportunity to wear our own 

clothes. Thank you for your donations and we look forward to seeing how much we raised sometime 

next week. 

Have a great weekend. 



Another busy 

week in Dolphin 

Class!  We’ve 

continued our 

learning of tag 

rugby in PE 

practising          

running and 

passing the ball and started using 

the tag belts playing cat and mouse 

games. All the children are making 

excellent progress with great ball 

control and dodging skills. 

In RE we have been learning about the Sacraments and in particular the Sacrament of Baptism,           

learning about the symbols and rituals involved in a Baptism and the Baptism of Jesus.  We have           

started then linking this back to our reflections on promises. 

We have continued our learning in Science where we are 

focusing on plants and this week have planned our first investigation to prove what plants need to 

grow and how. We will be working on developing our working scientifically skills alongside developing 

our scientific knowledge. 

In maths we have move onto addition and subtraction, initially focusing on improving our mental 

maths ability and moving onto more formal methods of written addition.  We have all enjoyed the 

Times Tables Rock Star competition this week and has been fantastic to see the progress the children 

have made whilst taking part. 

In English we have moved onto poetry, exploring the fun nonsense poem In the Cave of Curiosity, 

learning to recite it aloud working on our intonation and flow.  As part of our homework this week the 

children have been sending in their favourite poems and we will be holding a poetry slam where the 

children can perform their favourites 

alongside their own creations. 

We took time on Wednesday to mark  

Remembrance Day, taking time to reflect 

on why we remember and must not              

forget, forming a circle to mark the 2          

minute silence and making poppies. As 

we are learning about poetry in English 

we learnt the poem In Flanders Fields and 

performed it together. 

Have wonderful weekend and stay safe 

from the Dolphins Team. 

Dolphin class observing the 2 minute silence together 

on Remembrance Day  

Tag rugby cat and mouse games: 



 

Mrs Cartledge  is encouraging children to be play leaders and making sure all 

our playtimes are positively fun and active.  We think she is doing a great job! 



 

CAN YOU IMAGINE SLEEPING  

ON THE FLOOR EVERY NIGHT ? 

As part of the Good Shepherd programme, this Christmas The Catholic Children’s Society 

(Plymouth) is asking children living in our Diocese to think of children less fortunate than 

themselves by putting themselves in their shoes just for one night.  We are asking children 

living in Devon, Cornwall and parts of Dorset to give up their bed for one night to sleep on 

the floor.   

Many of our families have already benefited from vouchers, or grants from this worthy 

charity and we would like to do what we can to pay them back.  

 

 

Therefore we  would like encourage all our families to take part in our sponsored ‘Sleep on 

the Floor for a Night’. Your class teacher will send a sponsor form home with your child and 

email it to yourselves.  Please complete the sponsor form and start collecting your                

sponsors before the Christmas holidays.  The sponsorship form can also be downloaded 

from the website www.ccsplymouth.org.uk            

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Let’s see what we can do. 

Thank you !! 

It’s hard to believe that in this day and age, there are children who do not have 

a warm and comfy bed to sleep in every night !  In fact, one in five children     

living in the south west are living in poverty, and in parts of the  region poverty 

is even more severe.  Some areas in our Diocese actually fall into the top 10% 

of the most deprived areas in England. 

If 100 children could raise £10 each in sponsorship, CCSP could buy beds and 

mattresses for 10 children, so they never have to sleep on the floor again.   

http://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk


 

 STARTING PRIMARY 

SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 

2021? 
Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021 

What do I need to do? 

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay  Council on 01803 
208908 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk or com-
plete form CAF2 and return it to your preferred  primary school. 

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if: 

• You already have an older child at school 

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school 

• You have completed a                                

registration form at a primary school 

• You have sent in a                              

supplementary form to a primary 

school. 

 

Please note drop-off and pick up times.   

.  Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social  distancing. 

Sharks—8:45am-3pm 

Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm 

Starfish—9am-3:15pm 


