
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Email: admin@smcprimary.org 

Interim  Executive Head Teacher:  Miss Cathy Lowry 

Telephone: 01803 851647 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that you had a good break and feel ready for what I am sure is going to be another busy half 
term. This is always  traditionally a term that is packed full, but it will continue to be a time of expe-
riences we have never had before.  As we enter another phase of lockdown this week, we are mind-
ful of many things that present challenges to us all. Lockdown is without a doubt the best thing for 
Torbay right now, however I whole heartedly believe that the keeping open of schools is the right 
thing for our young people and our community.  Our children need to be in school, to ensure they 
continue to progress with learning, socially and their wellbeing.  Attendance continues to be manda-
tory and the school will continue to follow their usual procedures.   
 
Please do make sure you reinforce expectations with your children and also model social distancing 
for them, especially when waiting to drop off and pick up.  
 
Remembrance is one event which is often tinged with sadness as well as perhaps some humility as 
we remember those who have given their lives for us all. One verse I refer to many times during our 
daily prayer is  
 
‘God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble’ Psalm 46 v1  
 
Perhaps this week, we can choose to lift our eyes to the one who gave His life for us all, who has 
promised never to leave us or forsake us and remember too, those who have made the ultimate   
sacrifice for our freedom and other people’s lives.  
 
This week we found about a very humble man, St. Martin de Porres.  He was the illegitimate son to a 
Spanish gentlemen and a freed slave from Panama.  At a young age, Martin's father abandoned him, 
his mother and his younger sister, leaving Martin to grow up in deep poverty. After spending just 
two years in primary school, Martin was placed with a barber/surgeon where he would learn to cut 
hair and the medical arts.                                                                                                                
As Martin grew older, he experienced a great deal of ridicule for being of mixed-race. When Martin 
was 15, he asked for admission to become a monk, but was not allowed to because of the colour of 

his skin.  Instead he agreed to work for them as a servant boy.                                                              
Martin was called horrible names and mocked for being illegitimate and de-
scending from slaves.  He became known for encompassing the virtues needed 
to carefully and patiently care for the sick, even in the most difficult situations.                          
Martin was praised for his unconditional care of all people, regardless of race or 
wealth. He took care of everyone from the Spanish nobles to the African slaves. 
Martin didn't care if the person was diseased or dirty, he would welcome them 
into his own home.  A great person for us to look up to.  
 
 

God Bless to you all            Miss Cathy Lowry 



AWARDS 

 

Starfish:  Lyla, for her fantastic effort with her writing.  

Dolphins  Kara, for her excellent participation in PE this week.  

Sharks: Sophie, for her renewed fantastic focus on her work.  

Witness of the week: 

 

 
 

 

Starfish:  Laycie-Rae, for being a kind and considerate friend to 

others.  

Dolphins: Ollie, for showing a ‘beautiful attitude’ towards others in 

his words and actions.  

Sharks: Ella M, for showing kindness towards others and offering 

support.  

Star Reader: 
Starfish:  Jasper for working so hard to learn 

new sounds.  

Dolphins:  Freyja R, for her excellent pro-

gress in accelerated reader.  

Sharks: Amy, for excellent results in her recent quizzes.  

 

Big Shout Out to:  

Charlie B who becomes this years first millionaire reader.  He 
can’t get his nose out of a book and the vocabulary he is picking 
up is having a fabulous effect on the quality of his writing. 
 
This week children that have achieved 100% in an Accelerated 
Reader test include:   Amelia, Freya D, Piper, Harriet, Reuben, 
Bailey, Henry and Keadon from Dolphins 

Charlie B, Toby, Morgana, Amelia and Taylor from 
Sharks 
 
And finally a big well done to India who has been 
working hard on IXL this week, mastering 11 skills!  

 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM 

 Children in Need—MUFTY DAY   

please bring in a donation 

(Friday 13th November) 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL 
KING (22 November) 

ADVENT (Begins 29 November)             

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming 
of Jesus when he was born but we also think of 
his promise that he would come again at the end 
of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It 
is only in the last week of Advent that we focus 
upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas. 

 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (8 December) 

This feast marks the first stage of the exist-
ence of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  

She was ‘full of grace’ from the very beginning 
and  

co-operated with God throughout her life. 

Christmas Jumper Day                                      
(Friday 11th December) 

  Christmas Dinner Day                                        
(Friday 18th December) 

CHRISTMAS DAY, THE NATIVITY OF THE 
LORD  

(25 December) 

On this day we begin our celebration of the 
birth of Christ. 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND 
JOSEPH  

(27 December) 

 



 
 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

 This half term we will be studying the themes of  Baptism and                     

Confirmation [Belonging] and Advent and Christmas [Loving]. Each 

class will approach the themes through different topics.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

AUTUMN (2) TERM 2020 

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION - BELONGING  

(From 12th October) 

Early Years WELCOME  - Baptism: a welcome to God’s family 

Year 1  BELONGING - Baptism: an invitation to belong to 
God’s    family 

Year 2  SIGNS AND SYMBOLS - Signs and symbols in Baptism 

Year 3  RECONCILIATION - Sacramental Preparation Pro-
gramme 

Year 4  CALLED - Confirmation: a call to witness 

Year 5  LIFE CHOICES - Marriage, commitment and service 

Year 6   VOCATION AND COMMITMENT - The vocation of  
   priesthood and religious life 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 
HOME ACTIVITIES  

  

Talk to someone 
who has been to a 

Baptism and/or  
Confirmation about 
their memories of 
this  celebration. 

  

  

  

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS - LOVING  

(From 23rd November) 

Early Years BIRTHDAY  - Looking forward to Jesus’ birthday 

Year 1  WAITING - Advent: a time to look forward to  

                               Christmas 

Year 2  PREPARATIONS - Advent: preparing to celebrate  
   Christmas 

Year 3  VISITORS - waiting for the coming of Jesus 

Year 4  GIFT - God’s gift of love and friendship in Jesus 

Year 5  HOPE - Advent: waiting in the joyful hope for Jesus,  

                                the promised one 

Year 6   EXPECTATIONS - Jesus born to show God to the  

                               world 

  

SUGGESTIONS FOR 
HOME ACTIVITIES   

  

Discuss with the   chil-
dren how your family 
welcomes   visitors to 

your home. 

Find out about some 
Christian symbols for 
Advent e.g.   Advent 
wreath,  calendar,   

Jesse tree. 

Use the CAFOD or   
Missio websites to get 

a religious Advent    
calendar. 



Here is the content of a letter sent to parents by Mrs Callaghan and Mrs 
Bowles.  Let’s see how well we can do!   

 

As part of our commitment to make maths exciting and high profile in our 
school, this November we are taking part in a competition for Maths Week 
England. It’s called Rock Out 2020 and it’s all done online via 
play.ttrockstars.com. 

For every correct answer to a multiplication or division question, your child will 
earn their class a point. The Times Tables Rock Stars platform will calculate 
the class average (the number of correct answers per pupil in the class who 
play during the competition hours). Winning classes in the school and in the 
country as a whole will be the ones with the highest average. 

All game modes (Gig, Garage, Studio, etc.) will count but only from games 
played between 7.30am and 7.30pm on Monday 9th, Tuesday 10th, Wednesday 
11th, Thursday 12th, Friday 13th and Saturday 14th. 

In the spirit of the competition, please don’t play on their behalf but by all 
means encourage and support them to the extent that it doesn’t cause high 
stress levels or impact on family plans.  



It has been lovely to welcome the     
children back after half term and hear 
about all the exciting things that they 
have been doing. Yet another busy week 
has passed and it has been great talking 

to many parents about their children during our 
parents evening. Although it has been a little     
different doing it over the phone or via Zoom, I 
have really enjoyed catching up with you all and 
discussing your wonderful children.  

This week in Starfish class, we started our week 
writing stories about something that was stuck in a 
tree. The children came up with many interesting 
ideas and produced some lovely pieces of work. We 
then started looking at the book Stuck by Oliver 
Jeffers. The children were in hysterics whilst I 
was reading it and couldn’t believe some of the 
things that Floyd threw into the tree. The      
Reception children have also enjoyed the book 
and thought very carefully about the initial 
sounds of some of the things thrown.  

During maths we have been busy sorting, adding 
and subtracting and looking at numbers to 100. 
As always the children are working hard in their 
maths books and are enjoying the challenges of 
Power Maths.  

Yesterday, we looked at the history of Guy 
Fawkes. We talked about why we celebrate   
bonfire night and how to keep ourselves safe. The 
reception children have had great fun creating 
firework pictures and have assured us that you 
can never have too much glitter … poor Mr Soper 
having to hoover up our room every night and it's 
not even Christmas!  

We enjoyed our PE session on Wednesday morning 
and had great fun balancing and playing team 

games.  

Have a lovely weekend 
everyone, keep safe and 
we will see you bright and 
early on Monday morning.  

Mrs O’Sullivan and               
Mrs Collard 

 

PE in the sunshine 

A very proud artist  Writing about ‘Stuck’. 

Sorting 

Writing sounds 



A fabulous first week back has been had by everyone in          
Dolphins. During the week we have started our new PE topic of 
tag rugby and have started with some key skills and ball             
control and will progress throughout the next few weeks                
building up to playing mini games. Thankfully we have been 
blessed with sunny (if somewhat chilly) PE days but please             
ensure that the children come dressed in suitable PE clothes 
every Tuesday and Thursday: tracksuit bottoms or leggings, white t-shirt and 
school jumper or PE hoodie or a plain black or navy hoodie and trainers. We will 
continue to go outside for PE for as long as the weather is ok as there is so 
much benefit from being outside in the fresh air. 

In RE we have started continued with our new topic of promises, reflecting on 
all the different promises and rules we follow and make; also considering what 
a promise means. The children were very enthusiastic and had clear opinions on 
promises and what it is like when someone breaks one. With the changes to 
the government advice during the next few weeks we ’ve spent time this week 
considering what it feels like and what has been worrying us. It is so             
important that we keep talking about our thoughts and emotions and the                 
children are becoming very articulate in expressing their feelings and                   
supporting each other. 

We also took time this week to cover the important topic of e-safety and how 
to stay safe online. I introduced the children to a fabulous website that uses 
the SMART acronym to remind them about how to stay safe – see if they can 
tell you what each letter of SMART stands for. I have added this weblink to 
our weblinks assignment in google classroom for you and the children to                
explore together if you would like to. 

You also might like to ask them what I said their passwords were like – it did 
make them giggle so hopefully they can explain it to you! 

Have wonderful weekend and stay safe from the Dolphins Team. 

 

 

PE tag rugby ball control skills  



 
Typical of our British weather, we spent much of our time either indoors or getting 

wet over the Half Term break and now that we are back in school, the weather is 

glorious! 

We have therefore, been making the most of the outside areas by using them to 

do our PE and Science learning. 

In PE, we completed our last Netball session by having a ‘shoot out’ competition. 

So that everything was totally fair, we had to keep changing ends on the court so 

that we weren’t disadvantaged by the bright sunlight. Some of us are really 

great shooters and managed to complete the challenge of shooting from the 

edge of the circle. Mrs C was really impressed. 

In Science, we have started our new learning about Materials. We have been 

investigating the three different States of Matter this week so we should be able 

to tell you what they are and something about their particle structure. Talking of 

particles, that is where the playground comes in. We all went outside to recreate 

the structure of solids, liquids and gases. If you look carefully at some of the 

photos, you might be able to identify which particle structures we were trying to 

recreate. 

In maths, we are still working on our understanding of subtraction and we were 

set a reasoning challenge on Thursday. To say that we needed to use great 

resilience is probably an understatement but Mrs C explained that getting the 

answer is not always what’s important, it’s how you work towards it that mat-

ters.  

English has seen the beginning of a new teaching unit entitled ‘Stories through 

Letters’. It is based on a book called The Day the Crayons Quit. We gave Mrs C 

a round of applause when she had finished reading it to us. The book includes 

great humour and a chatty style so that is a lovely contrast to the formal writing 

that we were doing during our last unit on Biographies. We have already had a go at writing a letter 

(as if it were from an inanimate object) and we are really looking forward to see where our next les-

sons take us. 

In RE, we have been continuing to explore the qualities we look for in a good friendship. We have 

been designing our own friendship cards and some of us have already given these to our friends in 

school. Others of us have made cards for our friends outside school so we will need to work out how 

we can get them to them in the current lockdown situation. 

Another new learning experience is a historical one and we have just completed our mind maps about Ancient Greece 

today so that Mrs C knows what ‘we already know’. Many of us really love history so we are really excited about our new 

learning over the next few weeks. 

Well… Sharks are really happy that we are still in school after the changes announced this week so we are being extra 

careful with handwashing etc. and we are making sure that we follow all the other measures we have in place. 

Stay safe everyone and have a great weekend. 



Safeguarding at SMC is               

always  a  priority. Should 

you have any enquiries or 

concerns, please contact 

our      Designated Senior 

Lead for Child      Protection: 

Miss Lowry, or  Deputies:     

Mrs Callaghan or Mrs              

Dudman on  

01803  851 647 



 

 STARTING PRIMARY 

SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 

2021? 
Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021 

What do I need to do? 

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay  Council on 01803 
208908 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk or com-
plete form CAF2 and return it to your preferred  primary school. 

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if: 

• You already have an older child at school 

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school 

• You have completed a                                

registration form at a primary school 

• You have sent in a                              

supplementary form to a primary 

school. 

 

Please note drop-off and pick up times.   

.  Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social  distancing. 

Sharks—8:45am-3pm 

Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm 

Starfish—9am-3:15pm 


