St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry

Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week has been the first week of Advent –
a special time when we get ready for the
coming of Jesus. Jesus asks us all to keep
watch for him so that we will be ready when
he comes. Jesus promised us that one day he
would return. He tells us that we must be
ready when he comes again, but that we
cannot be exactly sure when that will be.
As we don’t know when he is coming, we must
try to be ready all the time. Although we don’t
have to stay awake all night, we can go to
sleep!
Advent is a time when we especially think
about getting ready to welcome Jesus, when
we remember his birth at Christmas and when he comes again in glory.
We have asked our children to keep their eyes open this week for people who need their
help. We encouraged them to count how many times they see someone who needs their
help and how many times they are helpful.
Living God,
help us to listen to your word,
to be kind and generous and helpful to others
and to be ready to welcome Jesus when he comes.
Amen.

Have a lovely weekend
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

The great news is that after a spike in
Brixham (and Torbay), numbers of positive
cases have significantly dropped. Cases
peaked during the 7 day period ending 8th
November with 358 cases across Torbay. The
latest data is for the period ending 27th
November with 97 recorded as the number of
cases.
Brixham’s case rate rose dramatically during
early November hitting a rate triple that of
Torquay and Paignton. Over the last three weeks, rates in Brixham have fallen to less
than 20% of their peak.
Schools remaining open was a key difference to the last lockdown and have managed to do
their bit to keep local case numbers low.
We made a difference by:•
•

Continuing to strengthen our stringent social distancing measures and Covid
mitigations
Despite the cold weather, continuing to ensure good ventilation, hand and respiratory
hygiene, face coverings, cleaning etc

What we now need to do is continue to take action
to limit a third peak and make sure our return in
January is successful. That means keeping on going
with the stringent measures in place and not giving
up on them. Now is not a time for complacency and
relaxing.
As part of the above, traditionally this is a time of
year when lots of things are brought into school,
such as Christmas cards. We are keen to support
our children and ensure they are able to still enjoy
as many parts of this season as we possibly can.
Therefore we ask that you continue to limit what your child is bringing into school,
however if they wish to bring in cards ets please ensure they are only for their own
bubble and are brought in with time to have a 48 hour quarantine. We therefore request
that anything of this nature is brought into school before 16th December as we will not
be able to hand anything out brought in after this date.
We also ask you to read the Christmas Bubble guidance produced by the government:
https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
making-a-christmas-bubblewith-friends-and-family/making
-a-christmas-bubble-withfriends-and-family
Please help us to keep
reinforcing the key
messages and keep our
community safe.
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AWARDS

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
Starfish: Alfie W for working so hard with his phonics and
letter formation.

Dolphins Piper for her fabulous playful poem.

Sharks: Oscar for sharing his knowledge about Ancient Greece with
his peers, whilst working on a mini - project about its city states.

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Bethany for being a kind and caring friend who is
always willing to help others

Dolphins: Beatrice for always being ready and willing to help others.

Sharks: Bonnie for showing forgiveness towards others.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Chloe for her amazing reading and
using her special friends to help her sound out words.

Dolphins: Reuben for his dedicated reading at home and in school
and exceeding his reading target.

Sharks: Charlie B for consistently high scores in his AR quizzes.

Big Shout Out to:

Toby and Amelia who have been working hard on
IXL.
Amy, Maddie, Beatrice and Silver who have
passed 100,000 words with their reading.
Matilda (Y2) who has read 31,235 words, having completed 5
big books and passed all her tests.
100%ers this week—Amelia B, Kara, Jadan, Ellie May, Freya
D, India, Tyler, Harriet, Reuben, Millie, Amalie N, Henry,
Damien, Nevaeh, Keaden, Kendae, Beatrice, (Dolphins) Jacob, Bonnie, Sophie, Harvey, Maddie, Amelia, Taylor,
(Sharks) and Matilda (Starfish).

THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(8 December)
This feast marks the first stage
of the existence of Mary, the
mother of Jesus.
She was ‘full of grace’ from the
very beginning and
co-operated with God
throughout her life.
Christmas Jumper Day
(Friday 11th December)

SMC Christmas Performance—
more details to come.
(Wednesday 16th December
2pm)- please note the change
in time
Christmas Dinner Day
(Friday 18th December)
CHRISTMAS DAY,
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(25 December)
On this day we begin our celebration of the birth of Christ.
THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
(27 December)
First day of Spring Term
(Monday 4th January 2021)

A message from our lovely Clare Vaz, to all our parents/carers:
We are on the final countdown to end of school now, but will sadly be missing
our usual festive fair for the children. It is hard to raise funds when we
cannot meet with each other and all our children are in bubbles.

For that reason we are collecting items for festive hampers of Christmas
goodies and these will be raffled.
Tickets will be £1.00 a strip and we will start to sell tickets from Monday
14th December both MORNING and AFTERNOON - see either myself or my
little h-elf-er Penny Davies.
For those of you on social media a
special Facebook page has been set
up called ‘Helping Hands of SMC’
where you will find more details, as
well as other posts that we think you
might find interesting.
The tickets will be drawn on a video
and posted on the Facebook page on
Thursday 17th December in the
evening , with the hampers ready to
be collected
on Friday
18th
December. I
hope I get
the golden
one!

It is amazing to think that we are already in
December. The children have been really excited
this week about their advent calendars and have
enjoyed opening the class calendar. We kicked
off our Christmas celebrations by making
Christmas cards for the cruise ships in the bay.
The ships have been with us for many months and have
played a part in our local community by donating food
towards the food bank and helping us remember on
Remembrance Sunday.
Our beans are finally growing and this has also added to the
excitement. The children have been so interested in watching
them grow, especially the one in the jar that they can see.

their special friends.

We have been busy painting winter pictures and Alice painted
a wonderful penguin. We have been working on our key words
and phonics and both Mrs Collard and I are amazed with the
progress that the children are making. It is great that so
many children are reading regularly at home and practicing

Finally, we have some new equipment arriving. A wonderful chariot arrived in school this
week, this is the
first of our pieces of outdoor equipment. As you can see the
grownups have had a wonderful time ‘testing it out’. Not only
are the children excited about the chariot they
are also very pleased with the large
box that it came in!
Have a super weekend
and we will see you all
on Monday.
Mrs O’Sullivan and
Mrs Collard

In Dolphin Class this week we started our history focused
learning experience all about Vikings. We started by
creating mind maps of what we already knew and
thinking of things we would like to find out about Vikings
which I will now ensure we cover in our lessons over these
last few weeks. We have started by discovering where the
Vikings came from, why they came and when in our history did they arrive. We’ve created timelines to show the
major events in our Vikings history and the children loved
the fact that they were using maths in a history lesson!
In English our poetry writing has finished and we will
be celebrating with a poetry slam where all the children will have the
opportunity to perform their own or a favourite poem. We are now
focusing on non-fiction texts with the purpose of writing to inform. We
started by examining various different information text books and
working out what the common features were of this genre, next week
we will be looking at our example text ‘How to be a Pirate’ with the final
outcome being where we write our own ‘How to be a Viking’ text using
our learning in history to help us.
In PE small groups are now working on putting all the skills that they
have learnt over the last few weeks into practice by playing mini games
of tag rugby which they are enjoying immensely. All the children are
becoming more confident and able at dodging, sideways and backward
passing of the rugby ball and tagging.
In RE we have progressed on to learning about Advent, with our initial
focus being on visitors. We discussed what it was like to have visitors in
school and at home and how lots of us are missing this at the moment
with the current pandemic restrictions in place. We thought about the
joys and demands of having visitors and recorded useful tips for how to be a good
host and how to be a good visitor. A highlight of the week in RE was being able to start
on our class story book advent calendar. Each day a child chooses the correctly
numbered book and reads aloud the story within; together each book tells the
Christmas story.
Have wonderful weekend and stay safe
from the Dolphins Team.

In Science this week, we have been
exploring The Water Cycle. We
discovered how water continuously
changes from one state to another on our
planet. So that we could understand
fully, we made some amazing Mini Water
Worlds so that we can observe how this
actually happens.
In maths, we have been learning how we
can use factors to solve problems and
puzzles and we have also been identifying
prime numbers and square numbers.
There is a lot to remember so we know
that we still need to practise our times
tables regularly so that our multiplication and division facts become
more fluent.
This week in English, we have started to write our own letters to entertain our reader. As this is
an independent piece of writing, Mrs Callaghan is encouraging us to edit and improve our work by
checking our own spelling and punctuation errors and up-levelling our word choice. We have been
reading out our letters to the rest of the class and many of them have brought a smile to our
faces. We have heard from some kitchen roll, who wanted to complain about some stick insects;
some bananas, who were having a hard time in a supermarket and many more. It gave us an
opportunity to try out our humour on a real live audience.
PE lessons have been focused on smooth transitions between movements and we were introduced
to two new words: canon and synchronisation. We will now be able
to start perfecting our moves during sequences so that we mirror
those of our partners.
Our learning about Ancient Greece has
been based around how the country was
organised into city states. We are now
working in groups on a mini project about
our chosen cities and we are excited to
have some real ownership of what we
want our learning outcome to look like.
We can even do some research at home.
In RE, we have moved into Advent and
loved making our Advent wreath. We are
all very excited that we are on our journey towards Christmas and are
looking forward to all the preparations we need to make along the way.

Mrs Callaghan also showed us some pictures of our Heart for the
lost fishermen at the statue in the harbour. She told us how
privileged she felt to place our touching messages and prayers at
the centre of our community.
We hope that you all have a
wonderful weekend.

Thank you to those of you that have already donated to Save the Children for
our Christmas Jumper Day (Friday 11th December). The amount raised already
is fantastic evidence of the care and generosity of our friends and families.
You can donate to our JustGiving page by clicking here.
Or on the link on our Facebook page.
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to Save the Children, so it's the most
efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for the charity.
We suggest a minimum of £1 for your child to wear their favourite jumper to
school.

Also on the topic of jumpers, please, please,
please can we ask that you label your
child’s school jumpers. We have a huge pile
on the shelf in the Dolphins cloakroom! If
your child has not brought a jumper home,
please feel free to send them back into school to get it.

Please note drop-off and pick up times.

. Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social distancing.
Sharks—8:45am-3pm
Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm
Starfish—9am-3:15pm

STARTING PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER
2021?
Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021

What do I need to do?
Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803
208908
Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk or complete form CAF2 and return it to your preferred primary school.

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:
•

You already have an older child at school

•

Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school

•

You have completed a
registration form at a primary school

•

You have sent in a
supplementary form to a primary
school.

