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Dear Parents and Carers,
This has been such an exciting week and everyone has been buzzing with the launch of live learning.
Read on to find out more from each class.
We have been thrilled to report that over 90% of our learners are engaging on a daily basis, which is a
fantastic achievement and one we are very proud of. After the last lockdown, many children had lost
their stamina for learning and ability to be independent. There has been a significant shift with
families mirroring the school timetable and establishing the clear structures and routines needed to be
successful. As educators we will be aiming to not just fill your child’s day with activities, but to
ensure they keep making progress against the national curriculum objectives. Please do encourage your
child to complete what is asked of them and upload evidence of their learning. The teachers will
continue working hard to support this and to keep the pressures off yourselves.
Well done to you all.
I have however needed to remind teachers that careful thought needs to be given to their working
hours as some have been responding to emails and learning above and beyond what is expected of
them. I need to ensure they are having a reasonable work life balance. As such please could I ask you
to note:
•
•
•

Children’s messages will not be responded to outside of school hours. Please note that on a Friday
afternoon, class teachers will be having preparation, planning and assessment time and therefore
will not be available for home learners.
Emails from parents may not be responded to until the following working day.
Only emergency emails regarding positive COVD tests will be responded to over a weekend.

By sticking to this we will ensure the health and wellbeing of staff when carrying out their professional
duties.
We are also aware that parents entitled to free school meals for their children have expressed a
preference for vouchers instead of hampers. New guidance has been released and the school are
looking into this and may be an option from the week beginning 25th January. We have been very
impressed with the hampers provided and thank Devon Norse for the healthy, staple
foods included, but recognise as time goes on alternatives are necessary.
Please remember that if you are struggling in any way, as a school we are still open
and will help out in any way we can. There is lots we can do, so feel free to put us to
the test. Do not suffer quietly and let us know.
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

It was so lovely to have so many of you
join together for our first joint home/
school St Margaret Clitherow and
Priory Act of Worship, to celebrate
the baptism of Jesus.
It was a
valuable occasion for us to join our
hands together in prayer. Looking back
at
the
zoom
recording
the
reverence shown by the children is
lovely to see.
I look forward to seeing you all again
on Monday, same time, same place.

AWARDS
Star Remote
Learner
Starfish: Jake and Archie for amazing
engagement with their home learning.
Dolphins India for fantastic
engagement, completing all her home
learning tasks.
Sharks: Amelia for superb engagement with her Home Learning and completing
all work to a high standard.

Lockdown Legend
Starfish: Lily for her organisation and
commitment to her learning in school and
at home.
Dolphins: Damian for outstanding attitude to his learning, showing great
perseverance and independence.
Sharks: James for his fantastic resilience and his efforts to complete and submit
his work every day.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Chloe for reading an
amazing amount of books at home.
Dolphins: Tyler for reading and
quizzing on lots of books during
lockdown, achieving 100% in
everyone
Sharks: Freya S for continuing to quiz
regularly and gaining great scores.

Well what a crazy, busy week! Well done to everyone for rising
to the challenge of home learning. Who would have thought
that a week ago we would be doing live lessons on Zoom! It has
been so lovely to see all of the children’s faces everyday and
to see them trying their best at home. The children in school
have also done amazingly well. They have been so patient and
have just adjusted to me talking to both them and the camera!
Thank you for uploading all the lovely learning that your children have been doing, it is great to see. I hope you all manage
to have a restful weekend and we look forward to seeing you
all next week. Here are a few photographs of some of the lovely learning that has been taking place at home and in school.
Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

Millie’s labelled penguin

Alice’s phonics

Geography—Arctic animals
Lily’s hopscotch

Alfie’s cold climate animal list

ICT algorithms

RE: Epiphany re-enactment & journey through the year

Beatrice’s
planet
Earth
model of
the inside
of our
planet.

We have reached the end of our first full
week of live lessons and home learning and I
couldn't be more proud of all the
Dolphins! Together we have succeeded in
coming together as our class family to
continue our learning journey together;
whether getting used to learning from home
and live lessons via zoom or adapting to
learning in a classroom where I’m talking to
the camera as well as to them in person.
When I asked the children to reflect on the
highlights of their week they all agreed it was
the live lessons and being able to see their
class friends and teachers.

Geography: Extreme
Earth volcanoes via
zoom

In addition, they voted for our first computing
lesson with the jam sandwich robot and our
geography learning about extreme Earth with
our science volcano experiment. My
highlight has definitely been being able to
see everyone’s smiling faces and all the
learning that has been uploaded superstars! Hope you have a restful
weekend and we look forward to seeing you
for our lessons next week.
Mrs Bowles & the Dolphin Team.

Piper’s Viking
long boat:

Sharks have been
really engaged with
their remote learning
both in school and at
home. Thank you to all
of you, who have been
supporting them and
their smiling faces on
the live sessions is a
real tonic. Here are
some photos from this
week, in celebration of
their wonderful
learning.

Pax Christi invites you to mark Peace Sunday, amplifying the World Peace Day message given
by Pope Francis. We invite individuals, parishes, schools and other communities to take part in
sharing the gospel message of peace. In these challenging times a creative approach will be
especially important and Pax Christi is here to support everyone with a wide range of resources
and ideas.

You can find all Peace Sunday information, ideas and resources on their webpage: https://
paxchristi.org.uk/peace-Sunday-2021/

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 – 18th to 25th January
Our spiritual well-being is as important as our physical wellbeing.
In the past year both of these have been seriously challenged:
the COVID-19 pandemic has caused us to be careful about our
own health, taking precautions such as washing hands and
wearing facemasks and maintaining social distance. Some of us
have been ill or have lost someone close to us. Meanwhile the
working lives of many have been disrupted and families kept apart, often at huge personal cost.
Perhaps it has made us all more anxious about our health and more aware of our vulnerability. At
the same time church buildings have been closed and worship has been taking place online.
Opportunities to worship and pray together have been seriously curtailed. We may well be feeling
a sense of isolation from God as well as our neighbour. When the World Council of Churches
and the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity invited the sisters of the Community of Grandchamp
in Switzerland to produce the material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2021 they
could not have foreseen the pandemic and its impact. Yet the Sisters of Grandchamp have
offered us something uniquely precious: an opportunity to engage with a form of prayer that is
both very ancient and yet at the same time so apposite for our times – to ABIDE IN CHRIST. The
ancient rhythm of prayer found in many religious orders and their traditions teach us that when
we pray, we pray not just on our own or with those who share the same physical space, but with
the whole Church, the Body of Christ, of Christians in other places and in different times.
This rhythm of prayer, with its traditional forms of structure, hymns and psalms and perhaps most
importantly, silence, might well be an important gift from the ancient Church to the Church of
today struggling with pandemics and lockdowns and more widely with some of the serious
challenges that our world faces, most particularly climate change, racism and poverty. This
tradition of prayer and spirituality, despite the things that hurt and separate us, invites us into
shared prayer and silence together. Surely a most precious gift in troubled times. Come with us
this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and enter into a place of community and blessing. Simply
“be” in this place and be carried by the prayer and the reality that it is God, in Christ and through
the Holy Spirit, who carries us and accompanies us. Always.
Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
For more information and to find helpful resources to use during this Week Of Christian Unity go
to: https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/

