
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Email: admin@smcprimary.org 

Interim  Executive Head Teacher:  Miss Cathy Lowry 

Telephone: 01803 851647 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
You will no doubt have heard the Prime Minister on Monday outline the route-map out of lockdown.  
 
This week’s newsletter is slightly different to ensure you have the right information for the               
return to school.  Next week sees the last week of lockdown.  Please keep the children learning and 
engaging right up to the very end.  We are so proud of them all.  On Friday 5th March, there will 
be no live learning as the teachers will be using the time to ensure classrooms are ready and              
provide the children with activities to prepare them for their return.  I will continue with                  
Celebration Assembly when the children will be able to share some of what they have completed.  
 
In essence, ALL pupils will return to school on Monday 8th March.  From this date school                          
attendance becomes mandatory for all pupils again.  This means we will be returning to the same 
arrangements as were in place during the Autumn term.  A reminder of these are on the next page.   
 
When trauma strikes a community as in the case of the Coronavirus Pandemic, the prospect of 
children returning to school can be daunting for all concerned.  However, returning to school is an 
important milestone, because it is essential that children get back into some form of routine after 
the sudden impact of  ‘lockdown’.  Reassurance is key to the stability and security for all. Children 
find comfort in the familiar, and going back to school helps to build emotional and mentally                         
resilient children. Whilst COVID19 is a physical virus, it’s impact on our mental health and                        
well-being mustn’t be overlooked. It is understandable that some children might be hesitant about 
returning to school, but please be reassured we are there for you every step of the way.  
 
As a school we are thrilled to have all our children back and will be following government guidance 
as strictly as ever.  We are grateful that most of our staff have now had the first vaccination and 
all carry out a lateral flow test twice a week to ensure we are clear of the virus.   
 
Should your child demonstrate any signs, or symptoms of Covid19, they will be immediately                   

isolated, and you will be called to collect and arrange a 
test.    Should a positive test be identified we will follow 
the guidelines given to us by Public Health England.  
 
Should you have any questions,                  
concerns, or anything you wish to share, 
please do not hesitate to contact              
myself, or Mrs Dudman at school to talk 
things through.  
 
God Bless to you all    
        

 Miss Cathy  Lowry     

God of life, your Son Jesus went out into the 

desert to talk to you in prayer. Help us to 

talk to you and get closer to you this Lent, in 

our prayers and in our actions. Loving God, 

we hold in our hearts all those who are 

thirsty in dry lands. Help us to walk along-

side them and to share generously as one 

global family, so we can build a better world.  

Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen 



Arrangements for the return to school mirror that of the autumn term: 

Drop-offs and pick-ups will be staggered in order to avoid crowding at the gate thereby                            

compromising social distancing. 

 Only one parent should drop off/pick up                                                                                                                                                                   
No parents are allowed through the gate. KS2 Children should go through the pedestrian gate 
and sanitise their hands, keeping a distance between them and the child in front and behind.  
KS1 and Reception children go through the main car park gate.  
Parents should leave straight away and avoid entering into conversations with other parents on 

school premises. 

If you arrive early, please remain at a distance from the school gate or wait in your car. 

Please do not arrive late. 

 Sharks (Year 5 and 6)  8.45 – 3pm                                                                                                                          

Dolphins (Year 3 and 4)  8.50am – 3.05pm                                                                                                                       

Starfish (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)  9.00 am – 3.15 pm. 

 Parents dropping more than one child should drop off and pick up at the times allocated 

to the youngest sibling. 

 Parents of children attending Butterflies should use the back gate. 

Children should wear their school uniform.  Normal washing and changing are arrangements are 

fine. PE kits to be worn on PE days.  Class teachers will liaise  with regarding these days.  

Parents are not allowed access to the school site. Please communicate via telephone or email. 

If your child displays any symptoms of COVID-19, please inform us straight away.  Your 

child should not attend school and you should apply for a test. 

To inform the school and give permission for staff to administer medicine, please email the 

school as we will not be completing forms by hand. 

First Aid forms will continue to be scanned and emailed to you. We will inform you verbally or by 

text if we have done so.  

Each class will form a bubble and there will be no mixing of bubbles. Whole School Assemblies 

will continue as Zoom assemblies. Each bubble has their own toilets.  

The children in KS2 will sit at front-facing desks and will be reminded to maintain as much                    

distance as possible. Touching (e.g. holding hands/hugging) will be discouraged. Staff will sup-

port children by standing behind or sideways on. Front-facing contact will be minimised.  

The enhanced cleaning schedule will continue with staff regularly wiping touch points throughout 

the day. 

Resources will be shared within each bubble. 

Children will wash their hands regularly throughout the day and be reminded to ‘Catch it, Bin it, 

Kill it’. 

There is no need for children to bring their own hand sanitiser as this is provided to the                     

specification recommended by Public Health England. 

Mrs Dudman will be making contact with parents of children who may need slightly different                

provision to support transition in response to their needs.  



Safeguarding at SMC is always  a  priority. Should 

you have any enquiries or concerns, please contact 

our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss 

Lowry, or  Deputies:  Mrs Callaghan or Mrs  Dudman 

on 01803  851 647 

During this season of Lent we thought 

you might like a guide to some                         
reflections you may like to do with 

your child: 

Lectio Divina: An ancient way of    

praying with sacred reading. Using  
bite-sized texts, the Parables and the 

weekly Gospel to meditate.  

Meditate on Sacred Art: This is a 

good introduction to imaginative            

meditation with children.  

Meditation on Nature: Being                     
connected with our natural                              

environment also means appreciation 

of God’s creation. Ask the children to 
take a nature prayer walk where they 

collect items they connect with.  

Rosary: This is a simple prayer that 

can be used to pray for the intentions 
of our world and our community. This 

can be said over the course of a week 

highlighting one area each day.  

Music and Meditation: Look for                      

simple repetitive liturgical music to 
provide children with a time to                          

experience a sense of space with God.  

Each of these guided reflections are     

associated with a sensory experience of 
God. Listening, touching, seeing and 

hearing  



AWARDS 

Star Remote Learner 

Starfish:  Alfie W for his engagement during live 

lessons  

Dolphins  Ellie-May for her continued outstand-

ing engagement in our live lesson and               

completing all her home learning.  

Sharks: Toby for his fantastic focus, particularly 

with his maths work  

Lockdown Legend 

Starfish:  Bella for her amazing creativity 

and enthusiasm towards her learning.  

Dolphins:  Henry for his outstanding                

attitude to his learning and supporting             

others.  

Sharks: Oscar  for revisiting his maths and improving it so producing a quality out-
come.  

Star Reader: 

Starfish:  Gemini for fantastic and confident phonics learning.  

Dolphins:  Amalie for her dedicated reading and quizzing in Accelerated Reader.  
 
Sharks:  Devon for increasing the number of words read over the last week.  

Parent(s) of the week: 

Riley and Aaron Faulkner for incredible enthusi-

asm that hasn’t waned throughout Lockdown 3.  

Miss Prince and Mr Gane for being incredibly 

supportive and helpful. 

Thank you guys.  



Fairtrade Afternoon — Monday 1st March 

World Book Day—Thursday 4th March 

Stations of the Cross Liturgy 9:30am Thursday 1st April via 

zoom.  All parents invited.  

Last day of term—Thursday 1st April 

First day of summer term—Monday 19th April 

Parents Evenings—Week beginning 26th April 

School reports—Friday 25th June  



 

 

 

 

Patchwork Parenting       

 www.ccsplymouth.org.uk             Putting Children First
                              patch-work@ccsplymouth.org.uk

                  

 

      Join Zoom Meeting ID: 360 144 9135 

Password: KUVUP8 

 

When you have registered all resources will be provided and 
posted to you                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                        
Catholic Children’s Society Plymouth, St Boniface House, Newton Abbot TQ13 7JL. Registered 

Charity No. 282803 

Sign up for the 10am or 8pm sessions by 14th March. 

Sarah.watts@prcdtr.org.uk 

http://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk
mailto:patch-work@ccsplymouth.org.uk
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1104x261140587&id=YN1104x261140587&q=Catholic+Children%27s+Society+Plymouth&name=Catholic+Children%27s+Society+Plymouth&cp=50.496070861816406%7e-3.7698891162872314&ppois=50.496070861816406_-3.7698891162872314_Catholic+Children

