St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
This message was read to your children at Celebration Assembly this afternoon:
‘On Monday we are expecting you back in school. Some of you may be worried about how the last
year will affect your education, life chances and your future.
There has been lots of talk in the media about all the time that you have lost, socialisation that
has not occurred and what you are going to need to do to catch up. Some even suggest that the
Covid generation are going to be defined by the education you have lost.
But I say, what a load of TOSH. What we have seen is resilience, strength and determination
shown by our incredibly awesome pupils. Some of you have had a difficult time, might know people
that have suffered or who are suffering, and all of you have had to make changes and sacrifices.
And yet, and yet you have continued to work hard, with resilience, positivity, determination and
with great humour. I have no doubt at all that you will came out of this pandemic stronger than
you went in. Your future struggles will pale into comparison so that you will be able to laugh in the
face of hardship, tweak the nose of adversity, because nothing is going to stop you now. No! After what you have been through, you will continue to shine.
What I would like to do is to reassure you, that every single member of staff here will do everything humanly possible to make sure you become a ‘Golden Generation’ of pupils. In the future people are going to look at you and your many achievements and will simply say ‘They were the COVID
generation, what an incredible bunch’.
We are going to need you to solve the big issues of our time, like climate change and inequality and
I have every faith you are up to the task because of the skills and the character you have gained
over this past year. There are a wide variety of things you can choose to do and whatever way you
go, whether it be butcher, baker, or candlestick maker (or brain surgeon), always, always have a
positive outlook on life. And regard all setbacks, like this one as temporary. Never imagine that
you are too small, or too insignificant to make a difference. You will emerge from this time to
show the people of Torbay, Devon, the whole world what you can do. We are immensely proud of what you have you have achieved and have been privileged to join you on
the way.
Your journey continues back at school next week and the staff are here, ready and
waiting, ridiculously excited at the prospects of helping you take your next steps.
We cannot wait to see you and your gorgeous smiles. You absolute superstars! ‘
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

This Lent we are asking all in our community to:
Pray
Action: Hands in prayer
Meaning: During Lent, we are going to pray more
Stop

Action: Push one arm with palm facing outwards
Meaning: Stop doing some things which take up our time,
our money, or our focus
Go
Action: Stretch both arms
out wide
Meaning: Go out to
others with acts
of love

We are really looking forward to seeing all the children on Monday.
Please remember:
Only one parent should drop off/pick up
No parents are allowed through the gate.
Parents should leave straight away and avoid entering into conversations with
other parents on school premises.
If you arrive early, please remain at a distance from the school gate or wait in
your car.
Please do not arrive late.
Sharks (Year 5 and 6) 8.45 – 3pm
Dolphins (Year 3 and 4) 8.50am – 3.05pm
Starfish (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 9.00 am – 3.15 pm.
Parents dropping more than one child should drop off and pick up at the
times allocated to the youngest sibling.
Children should wear their school uniform. Normal washing and changing are
arrangements are fine. PE kits to be worn on PE days. Class teachers will liaise
with regarding these days.
Parents are not allowed access to the school site. Please communicate via telephone or email.

If your child displays any symptoms of COVID-19, please inform us
straight away. Your child should not attend school and you should apply
for a test.

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority.
Should you have any enquiries or concerns,
please contact our Designated Senior Lead for
Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies: Mrs
Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851 647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley.
Please let us know if you would like her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have changed and you
think your child may be able eligible for free school meals, you can apply
here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or contact the school
for support.

AWARDS
Star Remote Learner
Starfish: Alfie B for continually trying his best
and for amazing engagement in all tasks
throughout lockdown.
Dolphins Freya D for attending every live lesson
and showing great resilience with her learning at
home.
Sharks: Jake for his outstanding engagement
with his remote learning since January.

Lockdown Legend
Starfish: Adam for settling back into school
and trying hard with online lessons
Dolphins: Reuben for his excellent learning
during lockdown
Sharks: Amelia for her outstanding engagement with her remote learning since
January.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Reece for working hard during phonics and thinking carefully about his
‘special friends’.
Dolphins: Keaden for his continued outstanding reading
and achieving 100% in all his quizzes

Sharks: Charlie B for reading over 3 million
words !!!

Parent(s) of the week:
Mollie (sister of the week!) and Gareth Hudson
Clare Vaz, Johanna Harakis and Scott Wilson, Shannon Pitts, Alex
Stokes, Charlotte Rowe and Thomas Mayne, Ebony Bird.
Have all been nominated for being hugely supportive, by their proud children. We hope you like your

We are very proud of our writing

The last week of home learning and live lessons has
come to an end and where did the week go? As we
have said before, we are so proud of how each and
every one of the children has risen to the challenge.
They have worked hard and shown great resilience
during a challenging time. We can’t wait to have the
Starfish all back together again next week and are
looking forward to seeing how much they have grown
and how many teeth they have lost! It is lovely to say
see you all on Monday!
Phonics

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

Being creative
Fair Trade

We have made it, the last Friday lockdown learning update from Dolphin Class before we are
back together again in school on Monday! This week we have celebrated Fairtrade Fortnight
developing Fairtrade menus, baking with Fairtrade ingredients and researching where cocoa
beans grow and how climate change has had an impact on those Fairtrade farmers. We started our historical learning experience using my time machine to travel back in time to ancient
Egypt! We then completed our initial mind maps and started conducting our own historical research. In maths we have been focusing on money, using our addition and subtraction skills to
calculate costs and change. After completing our Amazing Aliens dairy log and persuasive advert last week we have moved onto a new story text, The Impossibly-Possible Bookshop,
which will continue to develop as we all return to school.
Congratulations to all the children and grown-ups of Dolphin Class - you have all been amazing! Showing such resilience and determination to continue with your learning whilst at home or
by coming into school when everyone else stayed home.
Mrs Cartledge, Miss Sims and I are looking forward to seeing you all on Monday morning to
have our class family back together again.

Collage

World Book Day

Fairtrade Fortnight

As you know, this week has been our last week of remote
learning before we return to school on Monday. You won’t
believe how EXCITING it is to know that Sharks will back
together again.
In maths, we have been exploring number sequences and got to
grips with some Tricky Triangle patterns too. We had to use
straws to make triangular patterns and some of us were able
to predict how many straws we would need for a particular pattern even
without actually making it, using algebra. Wow!
In English, we have be writing poems about A
Mirror of Wishes and A Mirror of Despair. Mrs C
was really impressed with our choice of vocabulary
and some of our poems made her laugh too.

In RE, we have been focusing on how to keep our
memories alive. We had a chance to share some of
our photos and keepsakes, which was lovely.
Thursday was World Book Day and we had the
opportunity of tuning into a Live Lesson. It was
great to hear the authors and illustrators
enthusiasm towards their work and in the
afternoon we completed some fun World Book Day
tasks.
Next week, we are going to become historians
when we get stuck into our learning
about World War II. Some of us
already know quite a lot and Mrs C was
delighted to hear this.
It just leaves us to say A HUGE
THANK YOU to everyone at home and
in school for supporting our learning
during the lockdown. We couldn’t have
got through it without you and have a
fantastic weekend.

Red Nose Day—March 19th
Stations of the Cross Liturgy 9:30am Thursday 1st April via
zoom. All parents invited.
Last day of term—Thursday 1st April
First day of summer term—Monday 19th April
Parents Evenings—Week beginning 26th April
School reports—Friday 25th June

Please find attached the 2021 order form with all prices for first holy communion
wear should you wish to order.

Patchwork Parenting
www.ccsplymouth.org.uk

Putting Children First
patch-work@ccsplymouth.org.uk

Sign up for the 10am or 8pm sessions by 14th March.
Sarah.watts@prcdtr.org.uk

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 360 144 9135
Password: KUVUP8
When you have registered all resources will be provided and
posted to you
Catholic Children’s Society Plymouth, St Boniface House, Newton Abbot TQ13 7JL. Registered
Charity No. 282803

