St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the summer term. I hope you all enjoyed the Easter
break and managed to meet up with some friends and family that you
perhaps haven’t seen for a while. It has been great to see lots of
sunshine. Please note that the return to school has not changed any of
the expectations and the risk assessment in place for the return on 8th
March remains in place. This means we continue with the staggered
starts and finishes and continue to ask you to maintain the hands, face,
space mantra, keeping up the levels of hygiene and the 2m space with
others.
This also means that should you, or your child demonstrate any of the
COVID19 symptoms you MUST undertake a PCR test, not an LFT test.
The turn around for these are 24 hours and will indicate a clear result.
An LFT (Lateral Flow Test) is for asymptomatic people, who feel fit and
healthy. School staff are using these twice weekly. Whilst they can not
provide a truly negative test, they will indicate if someone is carrying
the virus. A negative LFT test will not be enough to allow a child back to
school if they have demonstrated any symptoms.
If a PCR or LFT test is positive, or if a test is not taken after
demonstrating symptoms there is a need to isolate for
10 clear days. Please note that this is government
guidance, that we have to abide by, not a rule set by
the school.
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

This term we are introducing
the children to virtues. They
will be exploring ways they can
develop their character to
develop habits that help them
make good choices.

On Tuesday, the Priory
Chaplains led the Act
of Worship on their
own using zoom across
both schools. Despite
some technical
challenges we were
very proud of them.
The chaplains talked to
us about when Jesus
first appeared to the
disciples, they couldn’t
believe it .
They reminded us of
Jesus’ words: “You
believe because you can
see me. Happy are those
who have not seen and
yet believe.”

It has been noted that many children are not wearing the correct uniform, including PE kit to school. The school requires the cooperation of parents in
sending children to school clean and tidy wearing the following items of school
uniform which may be purchased at any large store.
St Margaret Clitherow jumpers and cardigans can be bought from L Mob, Riviera School days or Tescos. Ties are purchased through SIMS pay.

AWARDS

Starfish: Matilda for her amazing Neil Armstrong
recount.
Dolphins: Piper for her outstanding creative
writing and contributions to class writing
discussions.
Sharks: James for his excellent choice of
vocabulary when writing the opening paragraph
to his story.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
Parents Evenings— Week beginning:
26th April 2021 Please make sure you
have booked your appointment
Sports clubs resume with Mr Zaki next
week (beginning 26th April)
May Bank Holiday: 3 May 2021
CAP Workshops 4th-6th May 2021

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Millie for always thinking of others even
with a poorly wrist.
Dolphins: Rocana for taking time to help her
partner in class
Sharks: Hannah for offering a
helpful hand to others and showing empathy.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Archie for reading at home every night
and making progress in his reading.
Dolphins: Lexie-Mae for achieving
her Accelerated Reader points
target in just 1 week!
Sharks: Jake for making a
significant increase in his word count.

Spring Bank Holiday: 31 May 2021
Summer Half Term: 31 May-4 June ‘21
Inset Day: 7 June 2021
We are intending to have some swimming session for our older children in
the second half of the summer term.
School reports: Friday 25th June 2021
Sharks Residential trip to Barton
Hall—5th-7th July 2021
Last day of Summer Term: 23 July 2021

It has been lovely to see all the children
so excited to get back to school and this
week the weather has been kind to us too.
The reception children have been enjoying
the continuous provision and have been busy
working on their fine motor skills and
reading.

Continuous provision
and SMC Book Day

We all had a fabulous world Book Day on
Wednesday and it was lovely to see all the
children so excited to be dressed up and so
enthusiastic about the activities. Mrs
Dudman looked amazing and many of the children didn’t even recognise her with her wig
and red lipstick!
We enjoyed sport with Mr Zaki on Thursday
and particularly enjoyed working on the field.
Mr Zaki will be running an after school sport
club for the Starfish children on a Thursday
starting next week, so please make sure that
you return your form if you would like your
child to take part. Have a great weekend.
Well done Starfish!
Mrs O’Sullivan
and Mrs Collard

Fun playing rounders

It was lovely to see everyone’s smiling
faces as they came back into school on
Monday following the Easter holiday. We
have got straight back into our learning:
from completing the editing on our
English portal stories to continuing with
written methods of multiplication in
maths.
As we have been blessed with such lovely
weather we have enjoyed our new PE
block of rounders on the field; initially
practising our throwing and catching
skills and working as a team.
In science this week we have continued
our learning about forces exploring
magnets, much to the children’s great
excitement! It was fabulous to hear their
scientific discussion and questions as
they explored using magnets with various
different objects and materials,
especially as they investigated coins and
found that not all their predictions were
correct; their reasoning skills were
outstanding.
The highlight though has to be our SMC
World Book Day with everyone dressed
up as their favourite book characters great fun!
A fabulous week, well done Dolphins
from Mrs Bowles and the Dolphins Team.
Amelia’s home learning project on coasts;

It has been so lovely to be back in school and due to the fabulous
weather, we have been able to spend some of our playtimes and
lunchtimes on the field.
In maths, we have been exploring decimal numbers and revising our
efficient addition and subtraction calculations. We now realise
that as long as you remember to line up the decimal points,
everything else falls into place.
In English, we are nearly ready to publish our World War II diary
entries. However, as it was SMC’s World Book Day this week, we
took a small break from them and spent time really thinking about
how an author’s choice of words and punctuation can engage the
reader. Mrs Dudman set us a challenge to write an opening to a
story and use our writing toolkits to really impress her. Mrs C was
delighted with our fantastic focus during the writing process so
we hope that Mrs D is equally delighted with our finished pieces.
Talking of World Book Day, we had a fantastic day on Wednesday
when we dressed up as our favourite book characters. We really
enjoyed answering questions about popular books during a school
quiz and we were given the opportunity to deliver a presentation to
the rest of the class about which character we had chosen and
their role in the book..
This term’s PE begins with athletics. On Tuesday, we all became
long distance runners and then on Thursday, we became sprinters.
We learnt all about the importance of pacing yourself when
running long distances and how there is a need to develop a good
technique when sprinting.
We hope that we are
able to enjoy some
sunshine over the
weekend.
Stay safe and take
care.

We were delighted to welcome
Kinetic Sports into our school
over the Easter break to run a
holiday club for the community.
The children certainly had lots of
fun. They have asked to come
back n May half term, which we
think is a great idea!

As you may be aware the Child Assault Prevention Project will be working with all children in school on the 4th, 5th and 6th May.
CAP’s aim is to reduce children’s vulnerability to assault by decreasing fear around
issues of safety and by building children’s confidence in an empowering and fun
way.

Together we will look at ways children can keep Safe, Strong and Free around other children, as well as adults. The children will learn when to say “No” and how to
stand up for themselves, getting friends to support them and telling an adult they
trust.
They will also discuss safe and unsafe touches, safe and unsafe secrets, keeping
safe

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority.
Should you have any enquiries or concerns,
please contact our Designated Senior Lead
for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies:
Mrs Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851
647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you
would like her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have
changed and you think your child may be able eligible for free school
meals, you can apply here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
or contact the school for support.

ATTENDANCE
Stephanie Musslewhite is our attendance officer. She will liaise with any
families who has a child with below 95% attendance to offer support.

