St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,

11th June 2021

This week we have a mini newsletter just to bring you up to date with some key changes that are
happening at our school. The usual format will resume next week.
As Executive Head Teacher across St Margaret Clitherow and Priory Catholic Primary Shools I
have been able to tap into skills and practice from a workforce wider than that at SMC. This partnership has been fruitful and as we move forward there has been some great shared practice.
With both schools being small, leaders and teachers have had to wear many hats. On Monday we
met as a joint team to train and work together, including on the exciting curriculum we have
planned for your children in September. As such, next academic year we will further develop cross
school working and there will be some changes to staff.
However before any of this, I would like to let you know, that our amazing Mrs Callaghan will be
retiring when we reach the end of the term Mrs Callaghan has been a big part of St Margaret
Clitherow for twenty seven years, carrying out many roles and supporting the school through a
wide and varied journey. She will leave a big hole, but has promised she will not be a stranger and
may even pop in to help us out now and again.
In September the Year 5 and 6 class (Sharks), will be taught by Mrs Leanne Edge for three days
of the week and for two days by Mrs Hannah Maskell, who is also picking up the role of Executive
Deputy across the two schools.. Both Mrs Maskell and Mrs Edge are experienced teachers with a
lot to offer. Mrs Maskell has already carried out lots of work on writing at the school and Mrs
Edge will be picking up the leadership of math's. I will write to you again at the beginning of July
with more details about the structure for September.
We are also taking advantage of the excellent skills of Mrs Dudman, who too will pick up a cross
school role, with a particular focus on supporting both schools with their special needs provision.
This way of working means that we will have more people to have a specific focus for school improvement. The structure will be the same in both schools and therefore we can have teams for
working, planning and support.
This week we also welcomed our new Senior Administrator, Mrs Emma Hurd who is working across
both schools and Mrs Vicky Thompson as a meal time assistant at St Margaret Clitherow. It is
great to have them on our team.
Please remember that should you have anything that you wish to discuss directly with me, I will
always make myself available. Just call the school, email, or catch me on the gate.
Have a lovely weekend.

Miss Cathy Lowry

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
Non-uniform day for the Catholic Children’s
Society Friday 18th June 2021

Welcome meeting for parents of Reception 21-22:9:15am Friday 18th June 2021
School reports: Friday 25th June 2021
Potential Year 6 transition days: 1st-2nd July 2021
Sharks Residential trip to Barton Hall: 5th-7th July 2021
Year 6 Leavers Mass: Plymouth Cathedral 8th July ‘21
Potential Sports Day: 15th July 2021
Last day of Summer Term: 23rd July 2021

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority. Should you have
any enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated
Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies:
Mrs Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851 647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you would like
her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have changed and
you think your child may be able eligible for free school meals, you can apply
here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or contact the school for
support.

ATTENDANCE
Stephanie Musslewhite is our attendance officer. She will liaise with any families
who has a child with below 95% attendance to offer support.

Join Torquay Museum for a fun-filled Day of Celebration to mark our 175th Anniversary, featuring
family-friendly craft workshops, amazing creations made by community groups, schools and local
artists, with performances by Elfic the Jester and Isabella & the Story Bicycle.
It’s FREE OF CHARGE, but you must book your tickets in advance as they will go quickly - follow
the link here to book yours: https://torquay-museum.arttickets.org.uk/.../2021-06-12...
The Day of Celebration is part of a project to mark the founding of Torquay Museum in 1845,
which includes a special Secret Museum exhibition featuring 175 fascinating objects from its
unique collections. The exhibition will be launched on the Day of Celebration, 12th June, and will
run until 4th September.
This Day of Celebration is designed to replace a Pageant through the streets of Torquay that
unfortunately we had to
cancel due to Covid
restrictions. But we’re
confident that our new
event will be every bit
as fun and exciting. So
come and join us – and
bring the kids. We're
even opening longer
than usual - 9.30am 5.30pm, last admission
4.15pm.
The Day of Celebration
has been generously
funded by Arts Council
England.

Dear Lord,
We give you our school.
We give you all the teachers and staff who work here,
We give you all the children who study here.
We pray our school will be a place of great discovery, adventure
and creativity.
May it be a place where we love to learn and where we learn to
love,
A place where every one is respected and all are deeply valued.
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

