St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
Today you will have received your child’s school report. We are so proud of our children The resilience and hard
work we have witnessed this year has been fabulous. We would be really grateful if you could make sure you
complete the parent comment and return it to us as soon as you can.
As with a lot of things this year’s arrangements need to be slightly different with regards to transition. It is usually
a time of great excitement and some trepidation and we will be working to make sure every child is well supported, creating as positive an experience as possible for all our children.
Next Friday, 2nd July, the children will get to spend some time with the teacher they will have in September. For
some children this will be the same teacher as this year, whereas for others it will be someone new. We will not
be able to keep classes as a whole as this will mean crossing bubbles. Therefore children will be spending time
with their teacher from next year within their year groups.
The teachers for classes (year groups) from September are as follows:
Starfish (Reception and Year 1) Mrs O’Sullivan
Dolphins (Year 2, 3 and 4) Mrs Bowles
Sharks (Year 5 and 6) Mrs Edge and Mrs Maskell
We often hear about John the Baptist’s later life, but John was marked out by God from the moment of his birth.
John and his parents courageously followed God’s call, as does modern-day evangelist Sister Clare Crockett,
whose story was shared with us this week. Clare used her God-given talents and her outgoing nature to tell others about Jesus, particularly as a missionary in Ecuador.
Dear Jesus, thank you that we each have special gifts which
bring happiness to others. Help us to use these to bless others
and help them know your love. Help us to pray and listen to
your voice. Give us the courage to follow where you lead us

Have a lovely weekend.
God bless

Miss Cathy Lowry

NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme
I am pleased to tell you that this term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme. This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom based activities. Speak out. Stay safe. is a
safeguarding programme available to all primary schools in the UK and Channel Islands. It aims to help children
understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse in a child friendly, interactive way. Children
are taught to speak out if they are worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline.
The NSPCC have developed an online version of their Speak out. Stay safe. programme to help overcome some of
the challenges that the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has presented in relation to having external speakers in
school. In the online assembly, the Speak out. Stay safe. messages continue to be delivered in a fun and interactive
way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances from Ant and Dec.
We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident that they are appropriate for primaryschool-aged children. By the end of the programme, we’re convinced children will feel empowered – knowing how
they can speak out and stay safe.
If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find information on the NSPCC
website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to discuss any questions that you may have.
Adapted assembly for home use
The NSPCC has also developed an adapted version of their assembly for parents/carers to use at home with their
children. This can be found here: Watch our Speak out Stay safe assembly at home | NSPCC. With the help of celebrities, the film focuses on how a child can get support if they have any worries or concerns To complement the
assembly, there are some resources that can be used to enable further discussion whilst doing activities with your
children. These are hosted on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/activities.
Talking PANTS with your children
‘Talk PANTS’ is a simple way for parents to help keep children safe from sexual abuse – without using scary words
or even mentioning sex. The guide uses the rules of PANTS to teach children that their body belongs to them and
them alone. You can find out more and download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/pants.
Childline Under 12’s Website
Childline also have a website with age appropriate advice for primary school children on topics such as bullying. It
also has games and other interactive tools. Your child can visit it at www.childline.org.uk/kids.
If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information and advice
which is available for parents and carers, please visit their website www.nspcc.org.uk/parents.
Support us while you shop
You may also be interested in the NSPCC’s new selection of BUDDY goodies available from the NSPCC shop at
https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/collections/buddy which make perfect gifts for children - and all profits go to help keep
children safe.

AWARDS

Starfish: Bethany for her continuous hard
work, positive attitude, thoughtfulness towards others and perseverance.

Dolphins: Keadon for his fantastic focus in
our PE lesson.
Sharks: Chloe for her reflective leaflet about
the Sacrament of Reconciliation

IMPORTANT
DATES THIS
TERM
All parents will receive a school
report on Friday 25th June 21. If
you wish to discuss the report and
arrangements for next year,
please contact your child’s class
teacher and they will arrange a
meeting the week beginning 12th
July ‘21
Open air concert Friday 2nd July
‘21
Meet your teacher afternoon Friday 2nd July ‘21

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Matilda for being a great friend and
thinking of others.
Dolphins: Nevaeh for helping
and supporting others in class.
Sharks: Shianne for being there
for one of her peers when they needed
kindness and support.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Lily for her amazing reading and
great progress
Dolphins: Ollie for his fabulous
reading and quizzing in AR.

Sharks Residential trip to Barton
Hall—5th-7th July ‘21
Potential Sports Day 15th July ‘21
Last day of Summer Term: 23 July
‘21

First day of Autumn Term:

The children that attended the
half term club with Kinetic Sport
thoroughly enjoyed it. Kinetic
Sport will be providing regular
sporting activities at the school
from September. We can’t wait
and will keep you informed.

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority. Should you have
any enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated
Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies:
Mrs Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851 647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you would like
her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have changed and
you think your child may be able eligible for free school meals, you can apply
here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or contact the school for
support.

ATTENDANCE
Stephanie Musslewhite is our attendance officer. She will liaise with any families
who has a child with below 95% attendance to offer support.

This week in RE we have been busy thinking
about saying sorry and forgiving others. We
have talked about how tricky it is to admit
that you have done something wrong and
how when someone says sorry you should be
forgiving.

PE

Working together

The year 2 children have continued
their work on multiplication and
division, year 1 children on numbers
to 50 and the reception children
have been learning about addition.

We have been enjoying reading and it has
been great to see the children sharing
books and reading together. It was so
lovely yesterday to see one of the
reception children in fits of giggles as a
year 2 child read her a story.

World Building

Making perfume

We hope you have a great weekend, please
remember we are always at the gate in the
morning and after school if you have any
questions or concerns.

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

Another week has flown by and we have been as busy as
ever in Dolphin class. We have continued our learning
about living things and habitats, looking at how different
animals and plants have adapted to the habitats that they
live. We have also learnt about the different ways in which
we can classify them. In maths we have continued learning
about fractions; finding fractions of quantities and using
this knowledge to help us solve problems. In RE we have
been considering the sacrament of reconciliation, learning
about what happens when Catholics go to church for confession and how we
can show the act of reconciliation in our everyday lives. Now the sunshine is
back with us again we have been continuing with our athletics lessons in
PE. This week we were practising different jumping styles, learning how to
jump higher and further, as well as learning how to land safely. We then
put all these skills into practice when running the hurdles. We definitely
have some top athletes in the making!
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend from the Dolphins Team.

Another wonderful week for Sharks.

In maths, we have been investigating the properties of 2d
and 3d shapes. We have been recognising and drawing
parallel and perpendicular lines and identifying regular and
irregular shapes. Mrs C has been spotting some wiggly lines
again though so we need to ensure that we remember to
use a ruler.
In RE, we have been exploring the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. As part of our learning outcome, we have
been designing and producing a leaflet, which informs
people about what happens during the Sacrament and some
of the important symbols associated with it. They are coming
along really well.

In PE, we have completed our 3rd session of swimming (and
we’re still smiling) and we have also been brushing up on
our hurdling technique. With Sports Day on the horizon, we
have taken the opportunity to eye up the competition just in
case we choose to participate in this discipline on the actual
day.
We hope that you have a great weekend and keep safe.

In common with other parts of the country we are seeing numbers rise, particularly within our
education settings, so it is really important that families keep up with the recommended twice weekly
LFD testing for everyone of secondary school age and above. This includes grandparents and other
family members who are part of childcare bubbles.
Last week, the government announced a pause in its roadmap for up to four weeks until 19 July, with
a review of the data in two weeks. This is due to concerns caused by the Delta variant and to allow
for more people to receive their COVID-19 vaccine.
However, some restriction easing came into place from 21 June for life events, care homes and out of
school setting residential visits.
The government also announced the following changes to testing and vaccinations:
Free workplace asymptomatic testing is extended until the 19 of July 2021.
Second doses of vaccines for over 40s and clinically vulnerable groups has been brought
forward from 12 weeks to eight weeks.
Those aged 18 and over can now can book their vaccination online.

Please do get your vaccination as soon as you are invited and remember to get your second
dose to ensure maximum protection from the virus. The more people who are protected, the
less likely we are to see outbreaks or new Covid variants.
Don’t forget it takes up to 2-3 weeks after your second dose for you to gain the
full benefit from the vaccine, even though it’s tempting to think it works straight
away!
And although vaccines reduce the likelihood of severe illness in most people,
and help to reduce transmission, no vaccine is 100% effective. You can still
spread COVID-19 to others, and some people may still go on to develop Long
Covid.
As a Community, to help protect ourselves, our friends and families, we should continue to follow the
Covid-safe measures.
Whatever the variant, the transmission routes
for Covid remain the same – close contact,
conversations, touching surfaces, coughing –
and the way to protect ourselves remains the
same too:
‘Hands, face, space and fresh air’.
Comply with the COVID-19 measures that
remain in place.
Meet outdoors when we can and keep letting
fresh air in when indoors.
Encourage others to Get both doses of the
vaccine when they are offered it.
If we all continue to play our part, it will help us
to get that bit closer to a future that is more
familiar.

